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5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


RE:  J.S.L.D. File No. 10-0887 
L.A.S.D. File No. 010-19673-2134-013 


Dear Captain Smith: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has 
completed its review of the November 8, 2010, fatai shooting of Robert Lewis Thomas by Los 
Angeles County Sheriff Deputy (LASD) Victor Lemus. We have concluded that Deputy Lemus 
acted lawfully in self-defense. 


The following analysis is based upon our examination of the reports and photographs submitted 
to this office by Detectives T. Martinez and E. Brown from the Homicide Bureau of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff s Department. The District Attorney’s Command Center was notified of 
this incident at 11:18 p.m. on November 8, 2010. The District Attorney Response Team, 
comprised of Deputy District Attorney Natalie Adomian and District Attorney Senior 
— | was notified by the Command Center and responded immediately 
to the scene. They were given a briefing of the circumstances surrounding the incident and a 
walk-through of the scene. Compelled statements were not considered as part of this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On November 8, 2010, at 10:17 p.m., Deputies [J and Victor Lemus were in uniform 
and in a marked patrol vehicle travelling westbound on East 123 Street, Los Angeles. As 
deputies approached He ast 123 Street, they saw Robert Lewis Thomas who looked at the 
deputies, placed his hand over his left front pocket and turned to shield his left side from the 
deputies’ view. Thomas walked towards a large group of individuals drinking alcohol in front of 
East 123™ Street, a location where known Carver Park Crips gang members congregate and 
have previously been arrested for criminal activity. Deputies ill on Lemus stopped and 
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exited their vehicle. They asked to speak with Thomas. As Thomas began walking towards the 
deputies, Deputy Lemus saw a bulge in Thomas’ left front pocket. Lemus asked Thomas to 
place his hands on the hood of the patrol car. Thomas grabbed the outside of his left pants 
pocket and ran off. Deputy Lemus pursued Thomas on foot while Deputy J followed in 
his patrol vehicle. Thomas ran into the driveway of M123" street but stopped upon reaching 
the residence’s locked side gate. Thomas turned towards Deputy Lemus. Lemus saw the handle 
of a firearm protruding from Thomas’ left pocket. Lemus continually ordered Thomas to raise 
his hands. Thomas ignored the commands and reached for his gun. As Thomas attempted to 
remove the firearm, Deputy Lemus, fearing for his life, fired at Thomas. 


Robert Thomas was immediately transported to St. Francis Hospital for treatment where he was 
pronounced dead. A Rossi .38 special revolver containing five live rounds was recovered from 
Thomas’ left front pant pocket. Los Angeles County Coroner’s Medical Examiner Deputy Juan 
M. Carrillo, M.D., performed the autopsy and opined Thomas died as a result of multiple 
gunshot wounds. Robert Lewis was on probation at the time of this incident as a result of his 
recent conviction on May 20, 2010, for violating Penal Code section 245(a)(1). 


LEGAL ANALYSIS 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense if it reasonably appears to the 
person claiming the right of self-defense that he actually and reasonably believed that he was in 
imminent danger of great bodily injury or death. People v. Williams (1977) 75 Cal. App. 3d 731. 


The “reasonableness” of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of a 
reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with the 20/20 vision of hindsight. The calculus of 
reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police are often forced to make split- 
second judgments--in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving--about the 


amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation. Graham v. Conner (1989) 490 U.S. 
386, 396-397. 


CONCLUSION 


The evidence examined in this investigation shows that Robert Thomas turned towards Deputy 
Lemus and reached for a gun his pocket. Deputy Lemus reasonably believed Thomas was going 
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to shoot him. In fear for his life, Deputy Thomas responded with deadly force. We find Deputy 
Victor Lemus acted in lawful self-defense. We are closing our file and will take no further 
action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney 


B IAr 


NATALIE ADOMIAN 
Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3880 


Pees 
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DATE: June 29, 2012 
FILE NO: 
OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 


FROM:  MICHARL J. ROTHANS, COMMANDER TO: JOHN H. CLARK, CAPTAIN 
FIELD OPERATIONS REGION III INTERNAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 


SUBJECT: EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS: 


Case Number: SH2276878 
Incident: Hit Shooting 
Incident Date: November 8, 2010 
Unit: Century Station/FOR II 
Suspect: a 
Involved Employees: Deputy Victor Lemus 
Deputy! 
EFRC Date: June 28, 2012 


The Executive Force Review Committee consisting of Commander Michael Rothans, 
Commander Anthony La Berge, and Commander David Fender met and reviewed the 
above case. 


FINDINGS: 

The Committee determined the force used by Deputy Lemus was objectively 
reasonable and in compliance with Department Policy. The Committee also 
determined the tactics used were within the Department's training standards. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The Committee recommended that Deputy Lemus and Deputy attend eight 
hours of Tactics and Survival Training, class 2A. Additionally, the Committee 
recommended the unit commander, Captain Joseph M. Gooden, conduct a unit wide 
briefing regarding the unique circumstances of this incident. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


DEPUTY INVOLVED HIT SHOOTING 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 
UNIT: Century Sheriff's Station 
DATE: November 8, 2010, 2217 Hours, Monday 
LOCATION: HM East 123” Street, Los Angeles CA 90059 
URN#: 010-19673-2134-013 
IAB#: SH2276878 


OPENING STATEMENT: 


On November 8, 2010, IAB investigators Sergeant Ramirez, Sergeant [iJ and 
Lieutenant Stephen Vaughan responded to the Century Station Command Post 
regarding a Deputy Involved Hit Shooting in the County area of Willowbrook. IAB 
investigators, the District attorney's Office, and the Office of Independent Review were 
given a briefing by Homicide Lieutenant David Dolson. 


SYNOPSIS: 


On November 8, 2010, Deputy Victor Lemus and his partner Deputy 
Unit 214H EM's, were driving west on 123” Street approaching Defiance Street, when 
they saw the suspect standing in front of a house on the south side of the street, where 
there was a large party East 123” Street). They attempted to contact the 
suspect, who had walked away from the group and crouched between two parked cars. 


The deputies exited their patrol car and asked the suspect to walk to them. The 
suspect complied and began walking toward Deputy Lemus. The suspect suddenly 
grabbed his left front pants pocket and ran east into the street. Deputy Lemus ran after 
the suspect while Deputy reentered the patrol car and drove in reverse to follow 
his partner. 


The suspect crossed the street and ran north then east into a driveway ath 237 


Street (Five houses east of the party location). The suspect encountered a closed and 
locked chain link gate at the rear of the driveway and stopped. 
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SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


DEPUTY INVOLVED HIT SHOOTING 
INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


The suspect turned toward Deputy Lemus. Deputy Lemus ordered the suspect 
numerous times to show his hands. Deputy Lemus saw a handgun protruding from the 
suspect's left front pants pocket. The suspect would not make eye contact with him 
and grabbed the grip of the gun with his left hand. Deputy Lemus, in fear for his safety, 
fired at the suspect with his duty weapon. The suspect fell to the ground and was 
subsequently handcuffed by assisting personnel. 


The suspect sustained multiple gunshot wounds to the upper torso. He was 
transported to Saint Francis Medical Center where he was pronounced dead. 


The suspect's gun, a Rossi .38 caliber revolver, was recovered at the scene. It was 
loaded with five live .38 caliber rounds. Seven expended 9mm shell casings, a bullet 
core and a copper jacket expended from Deputy Lemus’ handgun were also recovered 
from the scene. 


The suspect was a known “Carver Park Crip” gang member. 


The Deputy Involved Hit Shooting incident was investigated and documented by 
Homicide detectives. For more information, see the Homicide Investigation Book 
[Exhibit A]. 


The following review is based on written documentation, interviews of witnesses, 
involved deputies, and medical staff. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


LEMUS, Victor, Deputy Sheriff, +A 
Century Sheriffs Station, 
Field Operations Region II 


EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY: 


Date of Employment: 

Date assigned to Patrol: 
Completed Patrol Training: 
Prior Shooting Incidents: 


September17, 2000 
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SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


DEPUTY INVOLVED HIT SHOOTING 
INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


SUSPECT: 


ass Robert L.. MB/21 re 


dij 


Carver Park gang member. 


Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book, pages 47- 53 for Suspect Thomas’ Criminal 
History. 


INVOLVED DEPUTY WITNESS: 

Field Operations Region II 

NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 

None 

INJURIES: 

Suspect: 

Suspect Thomas sustained multiple gunshots to his upper torso. He was transported 
to Saint Francis Medical Center where he was pronounced dead by Doctor Pryor at 
2249 hours. Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book, pages 88-106 for Coroner’s report. 
Deputy Personnel: 

No deputy personnel were injured. 

WEATHER AND LIGHTING CONDITIONS: 

This incident occurred during a clear cool evening. Streetlights on the north and south 


f 123" Street were on and working. A south facing front porch light was on at 
123" Street. Deputy Lemus had a light attached to his Beretta. 
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT: 


AMR Amadeo Rossi & Co., Model M68, .38 Caliber Revolver;.loaded with five live .38 
caliber rounds. The weapon was recovered from Suspect Thomas’ left front pants 
pocket. The weapon was processed for latent prints, and no latent prints were 
developed. Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book, page 84 for chemical processing 
report. 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 


Deputy Victor Lemus 

Service Weapon- Beretta 92FS, .9 mm caliber, (Serial #BE REMEE, 
Semi-Automatic Pistol. 

Type of Ammunition- .9 mm Luger. 

Ammunition- Nine rounds fired and seven left in the magazine. 

Shell Casings- Seven .9 mm shell casings were located at the scene. 


Both weapons were examined, test fired, and found to be functional by Firearms 
Examiner Ellen Andrews #Aiiiilfrom the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department- 
Scientific Services Bureau, Firearms Identification Section. Lab Receipt Numbers: 
K176393, K247071, K247072, K247073. Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book, Pages 
#76-87. 


INVOLVED DEPUTY’S STATEMENT: 


Deputy Victor Lemus, Employee 4 was interviewed by Homicide 
Investigators on November 9, 2010, at approximately 0310 hours. A summary of their 
interview may be found on page 44 of the Homicide Investigation Book, Exhibit A. 
Internal Affairs investigators reviewed the tape recording of the interview and found 
that Homicide’s summary of their interview is an accurate account of what was said. 


Internal Affairs Bureau conducted a Shooting Review interview on April 5th, 2012, at 
approximately 1000 hours. The following is a summary of the incident as described by 
Deputy Lemus. Additional information and precise wording may be obtained by 
reviewing Deputy Lemus’ recorded interview (Job #34286) and attached interview 
transcription. 
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On November 8th, 2010 Deputy Lemus prepared himself for his patrol assignment 
which was 214H on the early morning/graveyard shift. He checked his uniform, 
equipment, and retrieved a battery for his radio. He checked his radio and observed it 
was functional. He explained he usually tries to get an extra battery, because he has 
experienced a battery dying during his shift and he did not want to return to the station. 
On that date, which is common, there were no extra batteries. He attended briefing 
where the deputies were advised of a Riverside police officer that went in foot pursuit, 
engaged in a fight, and was eventually shot and killed by the suspect with his service 
weapon. 


Unit 214H is assigned to the unincorporated area of Willowbrook. Deputy Lemus had 
worked the area for approximately two years and was familiar with the terrain and 
citizens. He was also familiar with the local gangs in the area and the turf they 
claimed. The largest black gang in the area is known as “Carver Park Crips” who claim 
a large area of Willowbrook, including 123" Street. 


Prior to leaving the station, Deputy Lemus and his partner Deputy BB EEN talk 
about tactics for the evening. While driving, they talk about “what if” situations and try 
to figure out how to do things better. After incidents, they debrief themselves and talk 
about what could have been done differently. 


They were driving east on 124" Street when Deputy Lemus observed someone 
walking on 123 Street. He and his partner drove to 123" Street and observed a large 
party west of their location. 


IAB Note: Deputy Lemus realized later in the evening that November 8th 
was known in the area as “Hood Day.” He explained the date and day 
(November 8) translate to 118" street which is the strong hold for the 
Carver Park Crip gang. The date is significant to the gang members and 
they gather to celebrate their gang’s existence. 


As they drove west on 123% Street, Deputy Lemus saw a group of males standing in 
the middle of the street near a residence at (east 123” Street. A second group of 
males were standing east of the residence and a third group was standing on the lawn 
of the residence. Deputy Lemus could see that some of the males were drinking out of 
beer cans, while others were drinking out of cups. It appeared as if a party or 
gathering was taking place at MEast 123% Street. None of the males seemed 
alarmed as the patrol car approached. 
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As the patrol vehicle got to within fifty yards of the groups of males, Deputy Lemus, 
based on past experience, began looking for anyone making sudden movements, 
walking away, reaching, or discarding items. 


When they were within twenty five yards of the groups, Deputy Lemus observed the 
suspect, who was standing on the lawn adjacent to the residence where the party was 
taking place. The suspect walked away from a group of males and began walking 
toward the Ih 23" Street address. Deputy Lemus asked his partner if he saw the 
suspect walking away. Deputy confirmed that he saw him. Deputy Lemus saw 
the suspect look back toward the approaching patrol vehicle, as he continued walking 
toward the residence. 


IAB Note: Deputy Lemus said that although he was at a known Carver 
Park Gang house with 50-60 partygoers, he did not call for backup at this 
time, because they had not decided to contact the individuals. 


The suspect reached the driveway separating the two properties. The suspect 
crouched between two vehicles that were parked in the driveway on the east end of the 
party location. Deputy Lemus lost sight of him for a second, and then observed the 
suspect walking east toward the second group of males which totaled 20-30. Deputy 
Lemus believed the suspect may have discarded something between the vehicles, 
because he saw the suspect grab his left pants pocket as he walked away. He told his 
partner of his observations and they agreed to stop. 


Deputy {I stopped the vehicle just east of the party location. Deputy Lemus 
stepped out and walked to the front end of the patrol vehicle, as Deputy made 
contact with the suspect. 


IAB Note: Deputy Lemus said he did not ask for backup at this point 
because he felt it was a low risk contact. The partygoers continued with 
their party and did not display any signs of aggression either physically or 
verbally. 


Deputy Lemus observed Deputy [contact the suspect and tell him to walk toward 
Deputy Lemus. The suspect was approximately 20-30 feet from the second group of 
males and ten feet from Deputy At this point, the suspect was twenty feet from 
Deputy Lemus. 
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The suspect walked casually toward Deputy Lemus with his hands at waist level. 
Deputy Lemus observed a bulge in the left pants pocket of the suspect and thought it 
might be a weapon. Deputy Lemus said the suspect had just walked past Deputy 

when he observed the bulge. He did not communicate his observation to 
Deputy 


Deputy Lemus said he put his hand on his holstered handgun and told the suspect to 
place his hands on the hood of the patrol vehicle. The suspect was approximately five 
feet from the patrol vehicle and was about to step down to the street from the sidewalk. 
The suspect did not appear to be nervous and was walking casually toward Deputy 
Lemus. 


Deputy Lemus said as the suspect reached the curb of the sidewalk, he turned and ran 
east onto the street. The suspect was holding his left pants pocket with his left hand 
and trying to hold up his shorts with his right hand. 


As the suspect ran east in the street, Deputy Lemus said he believed the suspect was 
holding a weapon and started running after him. Deputy Lemus immediately grabbed 
his radio and attempted to transmit that he was in foot pursuit. He used his left hand 
to reach his radio microphone which was attached to his shirt at chest level. Deputy 
Lemus said he did not hear Sheriff's Radio Communications acknowledge his 
emergent traffic. He thought he may have accidentally switched his radio to L-tac and 
manipulated the radio to confirm he was on the dispatch channel. He tried again to put 
out his radio traffic but received no response. He manipulated the radio two more 
times but still did not receive any acknowledgement. 


During the radio manipulation Deputy Lemus was still in foot pursuit. He was 
approximately ten feet behind the suspect. Deputy Lemus said he was not trying to 
catch the suspect, because the earlier briefing regarding the Riverside officer was still 
fresh in his mind and he did not want to get in a wrestling match with the suspect. 


Deputy Lemus said he was near his patrol car when he first attempted to put out 
emergent traffic. He believed he was two houses west of the -cress (shooting 
location) when he attempted his fourth transmission. Throughout the pursuit the 
suspect was running in the street and continued looking back to see the location of 
Deputy Lemus. 
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Deputy Lemus said he did not see his partner, but immediately recognized the sound 
of the patrol car engine and knew his partner was following him. He said he and 
Deputy had talked about this maneuver in the past. One house west of 

East 123" Street, the suspect ran north into the front yard and continued running east. 
Deputy Lemus maintained a distance of ten feet behind the suspect and continued 
yelling for him to stop running. He said the suspect would “swivel” his head left and 
right but did not stop. 


IAB NOTE: During the interview, we observed Deputy Lemus manipulating 
his radio while describing the foot pursuit. He never broke eye contact 
with us and explained he practices constantly changing his radio from 
direct to dispatch, and L-tac. 


Deputy Lemus said that when he reached the second house west of Eo Street, 
he figured his radio was not working. He said he was going to continue running until 
he lost sight of the suspect or the suspect jumped over a wall. The suspect was not 
making any threatening movements toward Deputy Lemus and he felt safe, knowing 
his partner was behind him. 


IAB NOTE: Deputy Lemus said he planned to set up a containment as 
soon as he lost sight of the suspect and when the patrol car reached him. 
He did not know if his partner had put out anything on the radio because 
his radio was not operating. 


Deputy Lemus said he followed the suspect as he ran between two vehicles that were 
parked in the driveway on the west side of MMM East 123” Street. He was still five to 
ten feet behind the suspect as the suspect turned north into the driveway. Deputy 
Lemus slowed down, because he could no longer see the suspect’s hands due to the 
height of the cars. Deputy Lemus said he used the cars and house as cover as he 
continued to run behind the suspect. Deputy Lemus followed the same path as the 
suspect to maintain his view of the suspect's hands and lower body. Deputy Lemus 
explained if he had stayed behind, he would have lost sight of most of the suspect's 
body and would only be able to see his head. 
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Deputy Lemus drew his gun prior to reaching ll East 123" Street. He was no 
longer running, but walking at a fast pace as he was yelling at the suspect, “Stop, let 
me see your hands.” Deputy Lemus said his light mounted on his Beretta was 
illuminating the suspect. He could see the suspect in his front sights. 


The suspect made no attempt to jump the locked chain link fence; instead the suspect 
stopped and turned around to face him. Deputy Lemus saw the grip of a handgun 
protruding from the left front pants pocket of the suspect. He explained he was scared 
because now “he had a gun.” The situation had changed from chasing someone to a 
life threatening situation. 


Deputy Lemus was standing behind the rear panel of the white vehicle parked in the 
driveway as he saw the suspect stop. He noticed his backdrop was three large trash 
cans. Deputy Lemus said he was approximately ten feet from the suspect and 
believed the car was his best cover. He continued to yell at the suspect, “Let me see 
your hands, let me see your hands.” 


The suspect’s hands were hanging down to his side and he was looking at the ground, 
when Deputy Lemus was yelling at him to see his hands. The suspect then looked to 
his right, away from Deputy Lemus. Deputy Lemus thought, “He’s thinking of 
something.” At this point in the confrontation, he had his gun pointed at the suspect's 
chest and was in “a good shooting stance.” 


The suspect reached down and grabbed the grip of the handgun with his left hand. 
Deputy Lemus was scared he would get shot, so he fired several times. The suspect 
took 2-3 steps forward as Deputy Lemus was firing at him. Deputy Lemus continued 
firing as he took a few steps backward to keep his distance from the suspect and 
maintain cover. 


Deputy Lemus could not recall keeping count of the number of rounds he fired, but kept 
thinking “he’s got his hand on the gun.” He could not remember exactly his rate of fire 
and he never saw the suspect pull out the gun. 


The suspect fell forward on his left side covering the area where the gun was located. 
Deputy Lemus continued shooting, as he yelled at the suspect to show his hands. The 
suspect rolled onto his back and lifted his hands above his shoulders. Deputy Lemus 
could see the gun protruding from the suspect's left pants pocket. He yelled at the 
suspect to not move several times. 
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He heard Deputy put out radio traffic as he told him he was “okay.” He 
remembered Deputy putting out traffic and dealing with the partygoers as he 
held the suspect at gun point. 


Deputy Lemus heard E: OO up behind him and ask him if he was okay. 


As responding units arrived, they formulated a plan to approach the suspect, secure 
him, and remove his weapon. Deputy Lemus did not feel threatened by the suspect 
because the suspect had his hands on his chest and was no longer making any 
attempt to reach for his gun. After the suspect was secured, an unknown deputy called 
in paramedics who were standing by, waiting for the area to be secured. 


Deputy Lemus remembered standing in the front yard of the shooting location as other 
deputies arrived and dealt with the growing crowd. Deputy Lemus remembered the 
crowd of 30-40 approaching him and Deputy immediately following the 
shooting. The crowd was yelling profanities such as “Why the fuck did you shoot him” 
and “He didn’t fucking have a gun.” 


IAB Note: Distance travelled during the foot pursuit was approximately 
276 feet from the point of contact with the suspect. (Exhibit B) 


Prior to being transported to the station, Deputy Lemus checked his radio and 
confirmed the battery was drained. He notified Sergeant Morales and the Watch 
Commander, Sergeant Parga regarding his radio. 


IAB Note: The Foot Pursuit Evaluation Form submitted by Sergeant 
Morales indicates he checked Deputy Lemus’ battery after the pursuit and 
confirmed it was drained. (Exhibit C) 


INVOLVED DEPUTY WITNESS STATEMENT: 


Deputy Employee EE was interviewed by Homicide 
Investigators on 11-09-2010, at approximately 0240 hours. A summary of their 
interview may be found on pages 43 and 44 of the Homicide Investigation Book, 
Exhibit A. Internal Affairs investigators reviewed the tape recording of the interview 
and found that Homicide’s summary of their interview is an accurate account of what 
was said. 


Internal Affairs Bureau investigators conducted a Shooting Review interview on April 5, 
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2012, at approximately 1125 hours. The following is a summary of the incident as 
described by Deputy Additional information and precise wording may be 
obtained by reviewing Deputy EE recorded interview (Job #34287) and attached 
interview transcription. 


Deputy [J recollection of the events that led him to stop the patrol vehicle at the 
party location was consistent with Deputy Lemus’ statement. Deputy described 
the suspect having a startled look on his face when he saw the patrol car. 


Deputy {I said he exited the vehicle and called to the suspect to walk toward 
them. The suspect had not reached the second group of males who were standing on 
the lawn of the party location. The suspect began to casually walk away from the 
group toward the deputies. The suspect had his hands down to his side and was not 
making any suspicious movements. 


As Deputy [IE reached the area where he saw the suspect crouch between the 
cars, he directed the suspect to walk toward Deputy Lemus. Deputy [EE drew his 
gun and held it by his side because he recognized he was “standing right in the middle 
of a gangster party.” 


His concern was the large group of males and he wanted to keep his options open if 
something else took place. He also wanted to get to the area where he saw the 
suspect crouch to prevent anyone else from going there and recovering what he 
believed the suspect had dropped. 


IAB Note: Deputy EE said he did not feel threatened by the suspect 
because his demeanor was calm. The suspect had put his hands up to his 
chest with the palms open. He also said he told the suspect to walk 
toward Deputy Lemus, because he did not want to search the suspect 
directly in front of the crowd of party goers who were on the front lawn. 


As the suspect got close to Deputy Lemus, et ON looked down at the 


area where he had seen the suspect crouch. Deputy was looking for the 
possible item he believed the suspect may have dropped. 
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When Deputy [EE looked up, he saw the suspect running east on 123” Street away 
from Deputy Lemus. He saw Deputy Lemus reach for his handheld radio as he ran 
after the suspect. Deputy said he ran to the vehicle to secure it. He then 
decided his chances of catching up to his partner and the suspect were better if he 
drove rather than ran. The patrol vehicle was on, with the keys in it, so he decided to 
take the car and not leave it there with the large group. 


Deputy EE said he believed their chances of catching the suspect were better if he 
took the car, because if the suspect ran through yards or jumped a fence he could get 
to a containment spot faster and coordinate. 


He put the patrol car in reverse and began driving after Deputy Lemus and the suspect. 
Deputy Lemus and the suspect were approximately 75-90 feet from him as he entered 
the car. He did not get on the radio because he did not want to “step” on Lemus’ radio 
transmission. He focused his attention on Deputy Lemus and steering the vehicle in 
reverse. He did not attempt to turn the car around because that would have taken too 
much time. 


Deputy J maintained a visual on Deputy Lemus as he saw the suspect run from 
the street onto the lawn of a residence. He saw the suspect run north into the driveway 
of East 123 Street with Deputy Lemus following him. 


Deputy { stopped his vehicle directly in front of the residence. His passenger 
window was in a direct line with Deputy Lemus. He put the car in park and was getting 
out from the driver’s side when he heard gunfire. He did not know who was shooting 
and looked up toward where he heard the gunfire. He could see muzzle flash coming 
from Deputy Lemus’ gun. He could not see the suspect. As Deputy Hes 
running toward Deputy Lemus, he got on his radio to announce his partner had been 
involved in a shooting. 


He ran toward Deputy Lemus and asked him if he was “okay.” He could see the 
suspect lying on the ground and Deputy Lemus pointing his gun at him. Deputy 
turned his attention toward a group of partygoers who had followed the pursuit. The 
males were in the yard of the residence and quickly approaching them. Deputy 
began giving the crowd orders to stand back. 


The crowd was upset and was yelling obscenities at Deputy [EM as they got to 
within five feet of him. A second group of males started approaching from the east side 
of the deputies. Deputy [believed the crowd might become violent and used his 
radio to call for more units. Deputy was able to keep the crowd back and away 
from the suspect and Deputy Lemus until assisting units arrived. 
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As assisting units arrived and dealt with the crowd, Deputy me: his attention 
to Deputy Lemus and the suspect. Deputy Lemus, Deputy and other deputies 
formulated a plan to approach the suspect to safely disarm him to allow fire personnel 
to approach. Deputy took the weapon from the suspect's left pants pocket and 
later placed it in the trunk of his patrol vehicle. He was not wearing gloves at the time. 


A second deputy was assigned to handcuff the suspect. Once the suspect was 
secured, paramedics were called to attend to him. 


SUSPECT STATEMENTS: 
Suspect was deceased. 
NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESS STATEMENTS: 


None 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR and CHARGES FILED: 
Suspect was deceased. 
PROPERTY DAMAGE: 


None 
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